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Virtually, it appears, tlie Dominion Parliaments have Chapter
received or can take effective relief from the inability II'
to complete legislation of any kind in the Dominion.
Pending such action, certain definite restrictions remain
in the case of the Commonwealth, New Zealand, and
the Union; Canada and the Irish Free State, on the
other hand, are free from any compulsory reservation.
The Commonwealth and the Union alike are permitted
by their constitutions to limit the matters in which
appeal may be permitted to the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, but such bills must be reserved.
The South Africa Act, 1909, provides in Section 64
that any bill repealing or amending that section, or
any of the provisions of Chapter IV. of the Act dealing
with the House of Assembly, and any bill abolishing
the provincial councils or abridging their powers shall
be reserved. It was also specially promised by the
British Government when the Act was passed that
special care would be taken to secure that in fact the
Governor-General should reserve any bill restricting
the Cape Native franchise, the intention then being
that assent to such a measure might not be automatic.
But this promise must be regarded as superseded by
the Conferences of 1926-30. In New Zealand, under the
Constitution Act, 1852, any bill altering the Governor-
General's salary or the small sum secured for native
purposes must be reserved. In none of these cases, it
will be seen, is any essential imperial interest involved,
and their disappearance would simplify the legal
position and remove a needless formality.
(3) While reservation of bills was, at the time when
the Conference of 1926 met, an essential element of the
Dominion constitutions, the power oi disallowance,